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complete the details we learned about the skull and jaw-bone.
On my return to London I submitted (August 19, 1943) both
objects to a West End dental surgeon of repute. He too expressed
his opinion that the skull was that of a youngish person, but that
the fragment was too small to afford sufficient data to determine
the sex of the owner. As for the age of it, this was difficult to fix
for the same reason. 'Anything over a hundred years old3
appears to sum up the consensus of expert opinion. According
to the type of soil in which org'anic remains are buried, bones
or similar objects either age and are finally destroyed, or they
are more or less preserved. A lime clay, such as the subsoil
under Borley Rectory, would probably tend to hasten the decay
of human remains. We found the skull very decayed, very
brittle, very soft, and rather porous.
At the first cursory examination of the jaw-bone the dental
surgeon expressed his opinion that it belonged to a youngish
woman round about the age of thirty. When I came to write
the present monograph I again submitted the jaw-bone to the
same gentleman, who made a careful study of it and X-rayed
the fragment. He sent me his two reports on May 23, 1945. I
will take this opportunity of publicly thanking him for devoting
his time, labour, and skill to helping us in our attempt to throw
some light on the human remains found at Borley. Here are
his two reports:
REPORT ON EXTERNAL APPEARANCE OF JAW
General. The fragment consists of all the left side of the lower jaw
from and including the distal wall of the left canine socket. All the
appropriate teeth are present, viz., first and second premolars; first,
second, and third molars. The professional method of writing
these is /4s678. As a specimen, the condition is good, but the outer
plate of the first premolar has been lost post mortem.
Dental. The teeth are well formed and free from decay. A fair
amount of tartar is present. /y8 are slightly out of alignment owing
to lack of room for /8. There is well-marked attrition which in-
creases from /4 to /6, where it has destroyed the biting surface of
the enamel cap, and then decreases in /; and still more in /8. It
should be remembered that /6 is the oldest tooth of the five and
erupted at six years or earlier. There is some absorption of bone,